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appearance of the Yankee and his financi;
disasters of four years later. All through th
period, and long before it, he had been readiu
intermittently about Joan of Arc, and pre
ently working on a book about her. Thei
was a family trip to Europe again in iSgi-g
(France, Germany, Switzerland). To the famil
themselves the trip was chiefly memorable fc
its happiness. But to students of Mark Twain
work and life it is memorable for his famoi
dinner with the Kaiser, and what he thougt
of that exalted potentate.
During that winter in Berlin, Mark Twai
and his family saw more of * high society ' tha
at any time of their lives. They were entei
tained as leading celebrities of the day i
diplomatic and aristocratic circles at a tim
when European nobility enjoyed its last ani
its brightest lustre. Highest of all honour
for Mark Twain was the invitation to din
at the royal table of the * young' Germai
Emperor.
It is difficult for us, even for those of us whos
memory carries back to it, to reconstruct th.
setting and surrounding of the past before th
downfall of Europe: the pomp and majest
of kingship; the resplendent glory of unbrokei
militarism; the ancestral pride of nobility
no